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FRENCH SOLIDARITY PROGRAM 

 “Strengthening Professional Skills of Civil Society Organizations in Ghana” 

Terms of Reference for Projects Proposals  

(Deadline: April 15th, 2019 at 4PM GMT) 

Background 

Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) have a recognized role in social change and political dialogue and 

increasingly, CSOs are demanding to be more actively included in policy-making processes, including 

those at a national, sub-regional and local level. 

The Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs of France aims to encourage capacity building and 

strengthening of civil societies across the globe in order to enable better policy advocacy and 

increase stakeholder engagement.  

In this light, the French Embassy in Ghana is seeking high quality proposals in 3 different areas, in line 

with the Agenda 2030 and SDGs: environment and climate change; reproductive and sexual health; 

sport and social inclusion.   

 

1. Environment and Climate Change  

o Promoting inclusive green economy development, 

o Promoting awareness, 

o Improving efficient use of resources while mitigating global climate change, 

o Implementing adaptation and mitigation measures (agriculture, water, innovation, 

renewable energy, climate smart cities, etc.),  

o Promoting civil society dialogue with the authorities to support the implementation 

and/or monitoring of the Nationally determined contributions (NDC), international 

founds projects (International Solar Alliance, access to Green Climate Fund, etc.), 

o Promoting initiatives to preserve environment and biodiversity. 

 

The purpose is to assist the country in its efforts in delivering development programs and plans that 

support the strengthening of adaptation and resilience to the effects of climate change and 

promoting environmental sustainability and biodiversity preservation, in the spirit of the Paris 

agreement on climate change in December 2015, and towards the 17 Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs).  

Keywords: climate change, environment, biodiversity, small-scale mining, sanitation, waste 

management, land resources. 
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2. Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights 

o Guaranteeing sexual and reproductive rights for women, girls and vulnerable 

communities to ensure that they can enjoy the right to dispose of their bodies,  

o Improving access to appropriate sexual and reproductive health services (birth 

control, choice of spouse, family planning, etc.), 

o Promoting free and equal access of women, girls and vulnerable communities to 

rights and justice and protection from all forms of violence,  

o Advocate for the adoption of laws and policies that guarantee equality and non-

discrimination, 

o Promoting and implementing measures to improve gender equity, empowerment of 

women, promotion of woman’s rights,  

o Sensitize and advocate against early marriage and/or teenage pregnancy that 

prevent teenagers from attending school, 

o Promoting sustainable change in social habits and more favourable laws for girls, 

especially young girls in vulnerable situations (comprehensive sexuality education, 

etc.). 

 

The aim is to remove obstacles to the empowerment of women, girls and vulnerable communities 

that prevent them from enjoying their full rights and to the access of sexual and reproductive health 

services. The objective is also to contribute to taking their full place in the economic, social and 

political life.  

 

Keywords:  Gender equity, elimination of gender based violence and harmful practices, elimination 

of violence against vulnerable communities, reproductive and health right, sex education, family 

planning, early marriage, teenage pregnancy, non-discrimination, women and girls’ empowerment, 

sexual minorities 

 

3. Sports as a Tool for Inclusion 

o Promoting sport practice, awareness and access to sport, 

o Allowing a better integration of the most vulnerable population (people with 

disabilities, youth, women, etc.). 

o Promoting initiatives that will keep young people in the education system through 

sport, 

o Supporting educational activities/sensitization campaigns (prevention messages) 

around sports: nutrition, health, mental health, gender equality, environment, 

sustainable development, etc.  
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o Attract or bring back to regular physical and sporting activity the most vulnerable 

people (affected by illness, ageing, disability, etc.) in order to help them recover and 

maintain their health. 

 

Vector of social cohesion, sport is also a lever for economic development and job creation, 

particularly for the youth. Contributing to education, gender equality, social cohesion and health 

(including mental health), peace, sport allows the achievement of SDGs and contributes to the 

development of more sustainable and inclusive societies. 

The aim is to support innovative projects, especially in urban areas including zones of spontaneous 

settlement, bringing together a multiplicity of actors (CSOs, institutions, private sectors, federations, 

etc.).  

Keywords: sports, youth, sustainable development, health, nutrition, social cohesion 

 

Capacity Building and Training Session 

The selected CSOs will benefit from reinforced support, whether in the field of project management, 

administrative and financial management, monitoring and evaluation, indicator setting, reporting, 

evaluation, communication, advocacy, or networking and building coalitions of actors, etc. 

CSOs will therefore follow trainings provided by a trainee operator at different times: at the 

beginning, during and at the end of the project cycle to provide capacity building at each key stage 

(launch, implementation, monitoring and evaluation). 

It is expected that CSOs will be able to improve their organization and operational modalities, their 

technical skills (financial, editorial, communication, etc.) or their internal management. 

Thus, CSOs will have to include in their total budget the costs related to training sessions (transport 

and accommodation). Three one-day sessions are expected for up to two people from the CSO. 

Beneficiaries will have to play a key role and be an integral part of the organization. 

 

Visibility 

The applicants must take all necessary steps to publicize the fact that the French government has 
financed or co-financed the action. As far as possible, actions that are wholly or partially funded by 
the French government must incorporate information and communication activities designed to raise 
the awareness of specific or general audiences of the reasons for the action and the French 
government’s support for the action concerned, as well as the results and the impact of this support. 
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General Requirements 
 

1. Any Civil Society Organization (CSO) legally registered to operate in Ghana can apply 

Conditions for CSOs: 

a) CSOs that are legally registered and recognized in Ghana; 
or 

b) CSOs that are affiliated to known coalitions and networks; 
or 

c) CSOs with offices in the regions, and especially in the districts where they plan to implement the 
project. Credible national CSOs may also collaborate with local CSOs located within their 
preferred project districts to apply for a Project. 

 

2.  What kinds of proposals are expected? 

 Proposals should clearly defined plans, objectives and indicators of monitoring and 
evaluation that address the current identified sectors. These proposals should go beyond 
purely descriptive research or status reports but must present actionable plans and propose 
potential solutions which can be implemented directly at local level. 

 Each successful project will be supported with a grant ranging from € 15,000 to € 30,000 for 
a period of 12 to 18 months duration for project implementation.  

 A co-financing from the project holder (in cash or kind) is expected (20% minimum). 

 The running costs of the project should not exceed 10% of the total budget. 

 Projects benefiting from co-financing with other partners (NGOs, private sector, local 

authorities, other donors, etc.) will be favoured. 

 The selection committee will give preference to most disadvantaged regions, especially but 

not limited to those in the northern part of Ghana. 

 Projects will have to take into account the gender factor in all its dimensions and at all 

levels. Whether in terms of project beneficiaries and capacity building actions, staff of the 

organisation, or involvement in the implementation of actions, projects should include 

gender indicators and candidates should provide proof of this consideration and mastery of 

the concept. 

 

3. The following types of actions are ineligible: 

 Actions concerned only or mainly with individual sponsorships for participation in workshops, 

seminars, conferences and congresses; 

 Actions concerned only or mainly with individual scholarships for studies or training courses; 

 Actions in the formal education sector, except in special circumstances; 

 Equipment costs beyond 10% of the total budget; 

 Actions supporting political parties; 

 Actions which include religious proselytism; 

 Actions which discriminate against individuals or groups of people on grounds of their race, 

gender, sexual orientation, religious beliefs or lack of them, or their ethnic origin; 
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 Actions which are in conflict with Constitutional provisions. 

 

4. What are the procedures and general rules to submit a proposal? 
 

a) Please fill out the “Grant Application Form” - Typed answers only. 
 

b) All Applicants must drop a hard copy of their proposal at the French Embassy from Monday to 
Thursday, between 8am and 4pm.  

 

c) Submissions must be addressed to and stating which category they are concerned with (1. 
Environment and Climate Change, 2. Sexual and Reproductive Health rights or 3. Sports and 
social inclusion):  

Genevieve Partington 
Project Coordinator – FSP Climate Change/ Sexual Reproductive Health/Sports 
Embassy of France 
Fourth Circular Road Accra 
 

An email must be sent to fsp4ghana@gmail.com  with the full application attached as one PDF file. 

File should be named after the organization with the first page being the Grant Application Form.  

 
d) Please note that the deadline for receiving applications has been set to April 15th, 2019 at 

4PM GMT. Proposals must be received on, or before this date and time. All applications 
received afterwards will not be considered.  
 

e) A selection committee made of the French embassy and various donor partners will gather in 
April 2019 in order to select the best two proposals. The criteria for selection are the following: 
clear interaction with citizens, decision makers, social impact, sustainability, credibility of the 
applicant group, clear expected outcomes and monitoring/evaluation indicators. (Other 
indicators are already spelt out above). 
 

f) Please also note that the selected proposals shall not result in private or personal gains. 
 

g) Results of the selection process will be communicated through emails and/or written 
communications. 

 

h) Each successful project will be supported with a grant of a minimum of 15 000€ and a maximum 
of 30 000€. 

 

i) Selected projects will receive their funding in 2 instalments as follows: 50% upon signing of 
contract and the remaining 50% upon justification of use of first instalment. 

 

j) Upon the official signing of grant agreement, grantee applicants will have 12 to 18 months to 
implement their projects (even if their impact is expected on a longer term). 

mailto:fsp4ghana@gmail.com
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4. What documents must be provided? 

a) Grant Application form (downloadable on the French Embassy website) 

b) Business Certificate 

c) Document proving your CSO status (also known as NGO certificate - should be valid for 2019)  

d) An official letter of confirmation of bank account details for a Ghana Cedis account, 

e)  Relevant documents that may describe your profile (information on your organization, 

supporting letters, CVs of this proposal’s team members, etc.) (Maximum 5 pages) 

f) Concept note of maximum three (3) pages should include title of the proposed activity, the issue 

or problem that the activity will address. Why is it critical to address this issue? Objective of the 

proposed grant activity: description of proposed activity and expected results in detail; keeping 

in mind the purpose of funding. Identification all beneficiaries, socially differentiated, and how 

they will benefit from the grant. Also explain your conception of sustainability through your 

proposal, and how the continuity of your actions could be ensured after the French support ends.  

g) Detailed Budget stamped and signed by the organization.  

h) The 12 to 18 months action plan/ time line of activities specifying the outcomes expected and 

indicators for each action. Please specify clearly your line of activities with implementing 

indicators. Expenses such as sitting allowance, honorariums and transport costs should be kept 

to the barest minimum.  

i) The complete application should not be more than 15 pages in total (including annex) with 

Calibri Font, font size 11.  

 If the above requirements are not adhered to, your application will not be considered.  


